Business awards winners honoured at Stormont

The winners in the 2009 Ballymena Borough Business Excellence awards were honoured at a
reception held in Stormont on 18"™.March. The reception was hosted by lan Paisley Jnr MLA. lan
gave the group a tour of Stormont and then officially welcomed everyone.

“I am delighted to welcome you all here to Parliament Buildings — the centre of our local
government. Tonight we are here to celebrate the achievements of the business community in
Ballymena. The last twelve months have been extremely difficult for those involved in business, but
we can take pride from the success and achievements of our local business sector in Ballymena.

Events like this help us to recognise good news on the economic front. Positive achievements
unfortunately are not so readily picked up and profiled in the media as bad news is.

Local government at Stormont, responsive to local needs and standing up for Northern Ireland’s
interests is better for business than unaccountable direct rule manned by people who have no
stake in seeing this place succeed. Already we have seen the massive difference that local
people with their hands on the levers of power can make.

Patton Construction wins two prestigious awards

Congratulations to Patton Construction, part of the Patton Group, on being recognised
once more for its excellence in construction by winning the “Overall Award” at the
CEF/Specify Construction Excellence Awards 2009 for its work at the new Wellington
Presbyterian Church in Ballymena. The company also won a second prestigious award
when it was selected as winner of the “General Construction — Social/Community”
category.

Patton Construction beat off strong competition from over 100 other high profile
projects to emerge as winner of the “Overall Award” for 2009. This award was
presented to the category winner that, in the opinion of the judges, best exemplified
dedication to the pursuit of excellence in construction.

Retail Crime Seminar

Around 60 people from all across the Borough attended a seminar on retail crime in Montgomerys in October. The seminar
was jointly organised by Ballymena Borough Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Ballymena District Policing Partnership
(DPP) and Ballymena Retailers against Crime (BRAC). The event was sponsored by the DPP.

Audrey Wales (DPP) welcomed everyone saying “There has been an increase in retail crime in Ballymena in recent months.
The Christmas period is traditionally the busiest retail period of the year and the aim of this seminar is to help retail
businesses minimise losses over the Christmas period”.

The first speaker was Ciaran Rooney from First Trust Bank. He gave an excellent presentation on how to detect counterfeit
bank notes, cheques, debit and credit cards and documentation used to verify identity.

Sergeant Alison Wylie from the PSNI explained many of the current methods being used in retail crime and what sales staff
should be looking out for to foil the thieves. She also gave an assurance that the PSNI would be supporting retailers over this
busy period by having a presence in the town especially at times when retail crime tends to peak.

Trevor Parker, Operations Manager from BRAC reiterated the
importance of being a member of Radio Link, explaining the
best methods of using the radio. He also explained that no
matter what technology stores employed, vigilance by staff
was the most important and effective way to foil thieves.

William McKean from the Chamber of Commerce thanked
everyone for attending, the speakers for their presentations,
the DPP for their sponsorship and Montgomerys for hosting
the event. He wished everyone a very busy and crime free
Christmas trading period.

Montgomerys — Home of Radio Cracker

Radio Cracker has been broadcasting to the
Ballymena District during the Christmas period for 19
years and it now occupies a custom built studio
provided for them by Montgomerys, Ballymoney
Street.

The success of the venture can be seen in the fact
that local businesses and individuals have subscribed
over one million pounds to Third World Charities in the
name of Ballymena. Among the projects that have
been funded and who carry the name are the
Ballymena Wing of a hospital in India and the MV
Ballymena that sails in the upper part of the Amazon
river reaching places that are only accessible by
water.

Hugo Duncan, (the wee man from Strabane), who is
one of the most popular presenters on Radio Ulster,
prepares to sample one of his favourite delicacies, “a
crame hun”. in Montaomervs Restalirant. He called in




